
 

Impromptu Speaking 
 

Directions: Please write comments if there is enough time. These sheets will be returned to the students at the end of 
the tournament. When the round is over, please give your ballots to the Moderator. 
 
Name:        Code: _____  

 
Room: ______________  

SCORING GUIDELINES 
 

70- 74 75-79 80 81 - 84 85-89 90-94 95-100 
Very Poor Weak Some Good Very Good Excellent Outstanding 
  Strength     
 

Category Score 
Contents of speech: development & use of topic /30 

Structure of speech /20 

Agility of thought /20 

Delivery & impact of speech /30 

 

 
Total 

 
/100 

Length of Speech 
(Judges: Do not deduct time penalties) 

 

If the sum of the categories doesn't equal the total score, we will assume that we should use the overall total.  

Comments: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Judge:                                                                                      # of Judges in Room: __________ 



 

Impromptu Speaking 
 

Each speaker will draw three topics, which may be words, quotations, phrases, 
statements or some combination of the four. The speaker then has two minutes to 
prepare, during which time they must decide which of the three they will speak on and 
to prepare comments. 
 
Competitors may sit or stand while preparing but must remain in the room. Competitors 
may make notes, although these may not be used when speaking. 
 
Competitors may speak in favour of the topic, against it or about it. They may interpret it 
within reason. They must, however, deal with the topic that they have been given and 
not use a previously prepared speech on a barely related theme. Wit, humour, 
philosophy, sentiment or absurdity, are all equally welcome. Judges will be looking for 
agility of thought, for "meat on the bones," for organizational ability and, above all, for 
the ability of each speaker to communicate with style and originality. Competitors must 
not be seen to be making use of previously prepared material. 
 
At the end of the speech the topic must be handed back to the moderator who will 
announce the topic to the judges. This will therefore entail that the speaker shall adhere 
to the topic. 
 
Each competitor must speak for 3 to 5 minutes. There will be time penalty of 2 points for 
speeches up to 15 seconds under 3 minutes or up to 15 seconds over 5 minutes. There 
will be a time penalty of 10 points for speeches over 5 minutes and 15 seconds or from 
16 to 30 seconds under 3 minutes and a time penalty of 25 points for speeches under 2 
minutes and 30 seconds. 
 
The speaker may not adopt a persona throughout the speech but may quote in 
character at appropriate points.  
 
Salutation is optional



 

Interpretive Reading 
 

Directions: Please write comments if there is enough time. These sheets will be returned to the students at the end of 
the tournament. When the round is over, please give your ballots to the moderator. 

 
 

Name:  _____________________                     Code:_________  
 

Room: ______________  

SCORING GUIDELINES 
 

70- 74 75-79 80 81 - 84 85-89 90-94 95-100 
Very Poor Weak Some 

Strength 
Good Very Good Excellent Outstanding 

 

Category Score 

Effective introduction /10 

Appropriate & effective use of voice /30 

Pace & timing /20 

Connection between reader & audience (may include 
gesture, eye contact, & facial expression) 

/10 

Overall skill at interpretation & appeal to the listener /30 

 

 
Total 

 
/100 

 
Length of Speech  

(Judges: Do not deduct time penalties) 
 

 
If the sum of the categories doesn't equal the total score, we will assume that we should use the overall total. 

Comments: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Judge:  ________ # of Judges in Room ________



 

Interpretive Reading 
 

Each participant should read (not recite) a passage of prose or poetry (or a collection of 
poems), serious or humorous, with an appropriate brief introduction. The piece(s) must 
have been published. Past efforts have included everything from Dr. Seuss to George 
Orwell. 
 
The time limits are from 5 to 11 minutes, including an introduction of about 30 to 60 
seconds. The introduction should contribute to the overall effectiveness of the reading. 
Judges will be concerned with how much the reader's voice and presentation add to the 
material rather than with the talent of the author. 
 
Please note that this is a reading, not a dramatic presentation. While the use of facial 
expressions and gestures is encouraged where appropriate, they should not distract 
from the primary emphasis in this category. Competitors may stand or sit but should not 
move around excessively. Neither props nor costumes may be used. 
 
There will be a time penalty of 2 points for speeches which are up to 30 seconds under 
5 minutes or up to 30 seconds over 11 minutes. There will be a time penalty of 10 points 
for speeches under 6 minutes and 30 seconds or over 11 minutes and 30 seconds. 
 
Salutation is optional 

 



 

Parliamentary Debating 
 

Directions: Please write comments if there is enough time. These sheets will be returned to the students at the end of 
the tournament. When the round is over, please give your ballots to the moderator. 

 
 

Name:  ______________________       Code: _____  
 

Room: ______________ 
 
 SCORING GUIDELINES   

70- 74 75-79 80 81 -84 85- 89 90-94 95-100 
Very Poor Weak Some Good Very Good Excellent Outstanding 

 Strength   
 

Category Score 
Analysis & Organization /20 

Logic /10 

Evidence /10 

Clash & Refutation /20 

Delivery /30 

Teamwork /10 

 

 
Total 

 
/100 

 
 

If the sum of the categories doesn't equal the total score, we will assume that we should use the overall total. 
 

 
Comments: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Judge:  __            # of Judges in Room: __________



 

Parliamentary Debate 
 

The debates will be impromptu, co-ordinate debates in parliamentary style. Each team 
will consist of two debaters who have been paired randomly but who are not from the 
same school. A list of topics will be presented to the teams 30 minutes before the start 
of the debate. One team (designated on the schedule) will choose the topic, after which 
the other team will select the side that it will take. Government teams will prepare in the 
rooms allocated for each debate. The opposition teams will prepare outside of the room. 
20 minutes prior to the start of the debate, the opposition will get the definition from the 
government. The resolution must be interpreted in a reasonable manner which reflects 
the spirit of the resolution. If the opposition feels that the government definition is 
undebatable, it must appeal to the tournament director, whose decision is final. The 
definition may not be changed or challenged during the debate. The length and order of 
speeches are as follows: 
    

Prime Minister 7 minutes 
Leader of the Opposition 7 minutes 
2nd Government 7 minutes 
2nd  Opposition 7 minutes 
Leader of the Opposition 3 minutes 
Prime Minister 3 minutes 

15 seconds grace will be allowed for each debater, after which the Speaker shall 
terminate his speech. There is no minimum time for speeches, nor are there any time 
penalties 
 
Debaters are advised to debate the resolutions and not the rules. 
 
The results of the debate will be based entirely upon speaker's points. Win/loss records 
are irrelevant. 
 
Competitors may not bring in any information resources, nor will the host school provide 
any. Speeches must be based on their knowledge of the subject. 

 
Parliamentary Interruptions Permitted 
Points of Information may be made in the central part of a speaker's main speech, but not in the first or 
last minute. Points of Information may not be made during summary speeches. Either member of the 
team that is not speaking may offer a Point of Information at any time in the permitted period. To do so, 
he/she will stand and say, "On a Point of Information." He/she will say no more at this time but remain 
standing. The person who is giving his/her speech is free to accept or to decline the Point of Information. 
Whichever may be the case, he/she would normally complete his/her current sentence before revealing 
the decision. If he/she wishes not to accept it, he/she may say "No thank you", or "Declined", or may 
indicate with a suitably polite gesture that the person offering the Point should sit down. If he/she wishes to 
accept it, then this should be indicated.



 

Persuasive Speaking 
Directions: Please write comments if there is enough time. These sheets will be returned to the students at the end of 
the tournament. When the round is over, please give your ballots to the moderator. 
 
Name:  _______________    __     Code:   ___________  

 
Room: ______________ 

SCORING GUIDELINES 
 

70- 74 75-79 80 81 - 84 85-89 90-94 95-100 
Very Poor Weak Some 

Strength 
Good Very Good Excellent Outstanding 

 

Category Score 
Identification of problem & effectiveness of solution /30 

Knowledge of topic & use of evidence /30 

Clarity of thought & structure of speech /20 

Delivery & persuasiveness /20 

 

 
Total 

 
/100 

 
Length of Speech 

(Judges: Do not deduct time penalties): 
 

If the sum of the categories doesn't equal the total score, we will assume that we should use the overall total. 

Comments: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Judge:        #of Judges in  Room: _____ 



 

Persuasive Speech  
 
This speech is designed to persuade and must be on a serious topic, although this does not mean that 
humour and wit might not be useful at points in the speech. 
 
A problem/solution approach must be taken, i.e. speakers must identify a problem (it need not be an earth- 
shattering one) and propose, or at least examine, one or more solutions to it. 
 
Speeches should be prepared beforehand and should be from 7 to 13 minutes in length. 
 
Props may not be used. 
 
 If notes are used, only both sides of a single 3 x 5 inch index card of notes is allowed, although 
competitors should bear in mind the fact that judges tend to be more impressed by speakers who do not use 
notes. 
 
There must be a persuasive element to the speech, although this may take a number of forms. For example, 
the persuasive aspect might be in convincing the audience that a problem does in fact exist, or in convincing 
them of the causes of the problem, or that the speaker's proposed solution will solve the problem. 
 
There will be a time penalty of 2 points for speeches which are up to 30 seconds under 7 minutes or up to 
30 seconds over 13 minutes. There will be a time penalty of 10 points for speeches under 6 minutes and 30 
seconds or over 13 minutes and 30 seconds. 
 
Salutation is optional 
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